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Measuring College &
Career Readiness

NJSLA: MATH, ELA & SCIENCE

ACCESS FOR ELLS

DLM



New Jersey's Statewide Assessment Program

The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) worked with local districts to
successfully implement the Spring 2022 NJSLA administration. The primary
purpose of our statewide assessment program is to identify areas of curricular
strength along with opportunities for improvement in each of the tested content
areas. As per the NJDOE, districts are encouraged to review these results in
conjunction with locally administered assessments to determine the optimum
mechanism to support learning and mastery of our state's rigorous standards.
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NJSLA
Performance
Levels 

Level 1 Did not yet meet grade-level expectations

Level 2 Partially met grade-level expectations

Level 3 Approached grade-level expectations

Level 4 Met grade-level expectations

Level 5 Exceeded grade-level expectations
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NOTE: There are four performance levels for Science, unlike ELA and Mathematics
which have five levels. 
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How will we use data to identify strengths and gaps that
exist in our curriculum and instruction?
How will we use data as a tool to address areas in need
of improvement or enhancement?
How can we provide additional resources and support to
meet the learning needs of all our students?

Questions to Guide Data Reflection



Grade-Level Outcomes
Mathematics     Grades 3-5



Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
Mathematics     Grades 3-5



Grade-Level Outcomes
Mathematics     Grades 6-8



Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
Mathematics     Grades 6-8



Grade-Level Outcomes
Mathematics     Grades 8-9



Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
Mathematics     Grades 8-9



Participation Rate of Eligible Test Takers
Mathematics



Subgroups
Mathematics
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Parent Survey
Feedback

2018-19 Math Five-Year Curriculum Review

52.7%
 satisfied with their
child’s high school
math experience;

28.2% neutral

57.2%
 confident that

their child is being
prepared for the

future;
24.5% neutral

A theme through
the comments
specified the

difficulty of the HS
Honors Math

Program

Comments

84.9% - Student is appropriately challenged
82.4% - Satisfied with science choices offered

Science Parent Satisfaction (2021):  
83.7% - I am satisfied with the English program.  
83% - I am confident that my child is developing the
skills in English to be successful in the future.

ELA Parent Satisfcation (2018)
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Math Curriculum Sequence Shift

Algebra I course could be more rigorous and facilitate the students'
transition into Algebra II

With input from staff, the recommendation from the 2019 study was to shift
Geometry into grade 8 and Algebra into grade 9

Algebra II historically received the most criticism, stemming from the rigor of
courses and the students' difficulty with the material

90% of the SAT is Algebra based (10% Geometry)

85% of the ACT is Algebra based (15% Geometry)
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Factors to
Consider The NJSLA in Geometry is written under the assumption that

all students complete Algebra I before Geometry; therefore,
some Algebra I skills are integrated into this assessment.

There are adjustments that we can make in Pre-Algebra and
Geometry to address some of these skills; however, there
may still be content on the Geometry state exam that may
not align with our sequence.



Sample NJSLA Geometry Question

In this NJSLA question, students are assessed
on their understanding of the equation of a
circle. The equation presented in this example
requires students to apply algebra skills to get
the equation to be in the format they know
from Geometry.

 Students will need to apply the algebra skill of
completing the square (involves factoring) in
order to rewrite the equation in the correct
form. Once the equation is written in the
correct form for the equation of a circle,
students will be able to find the y-coordinate of
the center and the radius. 
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Use department meetings to develop rich assessments beyond the traditional multiple-
choice, essay based or numerical problem-based tests
Use department meetings for common assessment planning between both middle schools
Use data analysis to determine necessary Algebra skills for a course in Geometry and
incorporate daily "do now" reinforcement to assist in unit mastery of curriculum standards
Develop a two-year plan for curriculum development, including updating the Geometry
curriculum during Summer 2023 and implementing the revision in Fall 2023
Research additional geometry resources and professional development to support student
learning
Explore the possibility of implementing a math lab to provide additional instructional time for
grade 8 students
Consider adding Period 0 for NJSLA Test Prep, as well as an after-school Geometry
Enrichment Club

Middle School Curriculum Strategies



Grade-Level Outcomes
English Language Arts (ELA)     Grades 3-5



Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
English Language Arts (ELA)     Grades 3-5



Grade-Level Outcomes
English Language Arts (ELA)    Grades 6-8



Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
English Language Arts (ELA)    Grades 6-8



Grade-Level Outcomes
English Language Arts (ELA)     Grades 9-11



Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
English Language Arts (ELA)     Grades 9-11



Participation Rate of Eligible Test Takers
English Language Arts (ELA)



Subgroups
English Language Arts (ELA)
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English Language Arts (ELA)
Reflections  

Grade 6 saw some decrease in scores; however, Grade 8 scores
improved.

In grades 3-5, there was very little fluctuation in student results. 
 Students continue to perform at a very high level.

Grade 9 scores decreased at about the same percentage as the
state.
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Continue offering Extended Day programming
Similar to K-5, purchase LinkIt as a tool to inform data-
based instruction
Similar to K-5, purchase IXL for math to provide
additional support and practice with targeted math skills

Additional Targeted Interventions for 6-8



Sample LinkIt Report
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 Filtered Test Report from LinkIt!



Aligned to specific standards
Can be used to help teachers
form small groups, provide
targeted intervention, and
monitor student progress
These are intended to inform
instruction, not evaluate
student performance

Sample Individual
 Student Report



IXL Sample



Grade-Level Outcomes
Science     Grades 5, 8, 11



Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations
Science     Grades 5, 8, 11



Participation Rate of Eligible Test Takers
Science



Subgroups
Science
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 Science Analysis

Our district performance significantly surpassed that of the state

Item analysis of these tests should provide more information
regarding standards and curriculum alignment

State passing rates were below 30% in grades 5, 8 and 11
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Sample
Individual
Student
Report
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Resources for Parents

New Jersey Student Learning Standards

NJDOE Digital Item Library

New Jersey Student Learning Assessments Parent Portal

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/
https://nj.digitalitemlibrary.com/home
https://nj-results.pearsonaccessnext.com/login
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Using Data to Help Your Child

If your child needs to improve in a certain subject area, talk to his
or her teacher about additional support materials.

If you child is excelling in reading, you might encourage him or her
to read more challenging books

Use online resources to locate activities to reinforce learning at
home



ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 is an English language proficiency assessment for students in Grades K–12.
The test is administered every year to help monitor the English language development of students
identified as English language learners.  

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 is a computer-based, adaptive test that measures students’ ability to
understand and produce English used within the school setting, and tests students’ language in
four domains: Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing.

*
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All children participate in state accountability assessments
The Dynamic Learning Maps® (DLM®) Alternate Assessment measures
what students with significant cognitive disabilities know and can do
A year-end version of the DLM is administered to our in-district as well as
out-of-district special education students whose IEP exempts them from
taking the NJSLA

Dynamic Learning Maps




