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Superintendent of Schools
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May 4, 2020
Dear Ridgewood School Community,
During this afternoon’s press conference, Governor Murphy announced that school buildings will remain closed
for in-person instruction for the rest of the academic year and that all students and faculty members will continue
with remote learning. I empathize with the Governor for having to make this extremely difficult decision, but I
know that it was made in the best interest of our students and staff.
In the next few days, we will be sharing a revised calendar for the 2019-2020 academic year. Our faculty and staff
have anticipated this news, and we are fully prepared to continue with our remote learning plan. Since it became
apparent that schools might not reopen, we have also been exploring and planning alternative ways to celebrate
our students, particularly the Class of 2020. I know that this is a tremendous loss for our seniors, and it is terribly
unfortunate that they must learn the unpredictability of life at such a special time of their youth. As a community,
we will honor and support them; then, we will cheer them on as they continue their journey.
Today marks the beginning of Teacher Appreciation Week. As an educator, I know all that is involved in teaching
students, much of which happens outside of the classroom. A teacher’s day does not end at 3:00 when the last bell
rings. The response of our teachers during this pandemic is a testament to their creativity, empathy, critical
thinking, and resilience. I am grateful for their passion for learning and for their love of teaching.
Last year, the district went through a strategic planning process. In this remote environment, we recognize that the
goals of our District Strategic Plan are more relevant than ever. The cornerstones of our strategic plan, which we
named our Habits of Learning, bear great significance as we adapt to our current circumstance. These Habits of
Learning are not only appropriate for our students but also for all of us as we have had to go far outside of our
comfort zones during this historic worldwide pandemic.
Resilience: With remote learning, teachers and students (and parents) are working together to tackle essential
learning in a new paradigm. We commend their efforts in overcoming obstacles and meeting new challenges with
flexibility and perseverance. This has not been easy for anyone, but we could not have planned for a greater
challenge to develop resilience in our students and our families. Who has not had a moment where you thought
you had enough?
Empathy: As the daily stresses of this unprecedented time confront our teachers and students (and parents),
understanding and compassion for others are more important than ever. We are proud that our students and their
teachers have demonstrated patience, kindness, and generosity in executing our remote learning plans. Our
community is hurting in many ways. It is absolutely critical that our community unites while we are in isolation
and when we eventually are permitted more access to each other. Who does not know someone who has been
personally medically impacted by COVID-19?
Creativity: The virtual learning environment has tapped into the creativity of both teacher and students, as new
tools are integrated and new demonstrations of student learning are included in our remote learning plans. We
commend the incorporation of innovative methods that stretch both our teachers and students (and parents). We
have all had to explore and search our innermost creative selves. Who has had to come up with creative
scheduling or other solutions to manage your new work/home life?
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Critical Thinking: Breaking down the walls of the traditional classroom has led to introspection regarding the
most essential knowledge and skills that students should possess. In this virtual environment, the focus is not just
what students know, but more importantly, what they can do with what they know. Challenging students to apply
their knowledge and explain their thinking has become a strong focus in the creation of new assessments. Who
has not had to rethink how to achieve a particular goal in a different way?
Thanks to Stacie Poelstra, our Assistant Superintendent of Schools, for her leadership during the development and
implementation of our strategic plan.
In honor of our seniors, the Class of 2020, and in solidarity with high schools all over Bergen County and the
state, #BeTheLight will show support by turning on the lights at RHS stadium every Friday night at 8:30 pm for
20 minutes and 20 seconds. The lights will shine from Friday, May 1 through June 23. The RHS stadium
scoreboard will also be lit on the first and last Friday in honor of our seniors.

ANNUAL SCHOOL ELECTION
The Annual School and Municipal Election will be held on Tuesday, May 12. All registered voters will be
receiving vote-by-mail ballots, and there will be no polling places in the May 12, 2020 elections. To see the
PowerPoint that describes the Ridgewood Public School Budget, visit the District News on the RPS website
at https://www.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/news/district_news/2020-2021_school_budget_presentation.

VIDEO MESSAGES FROM OUR SCHOOLS
Our schools have been creating video messages for the students and community to remind everyone that we are
still together. Please enjoy the examples below. More will be shared in next week’s update.
Hawes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nT0BGl1Pq0w
Somerville: MP4 - https://youtu.be/dYtg3PpcG54
GWMS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyQn6VYomkE
RHS Choir: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7udpeIr4TY
Maroon Men: http://rhsmaroonmen.webs.com/

RIDGEWOOD NEEDS YOUR HELP
While we can’t get out and host a traditional fundraiser, we can still support our community. Below are links to
help during this time of crisis. Please note these are community-based people or organizations who are working to
help.
Stringing Together Ridgewood
•

Some RHS students have come up with an idea for a fundraiser that can be done entirely remotely. They
are selling friendship bracelets to raise money to be donated to Valley Hospital to help with COVID-19
relief. Please see the link below.
https://sites.google.com/view/stringingtogetherridgewood
Ridgewood Helps - Senior Citizen Help
•

Right now, our senior citizens need our help. Below is a link to opportunities to help our senior citizens in
Ridgewood. Please take a look at it and help in any way you can. If you have a neighbor who is a senior
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citizen, please check in with them. We must continue to look out for each other. Thank you in advance for
all of your assistance.
http://mods.ridgewoodnj.net/pdf/covidinfo/RidgewoodHelpsV3.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2xLK5VLkT7qz68jgdu8AcnQ50lNnTWuY9-Efoe_2v83AGtshg2p8m8sc
Feed the Frontlines Initiative
•

•
•

Feed the Frontlines Initiative is a call-to-action to provide meals prepared by local Ridgewood
restaurants to first responders and community groups during the Coronavirus pandemic. It is an
organized way for people to help feed local healthcare workers and first responders while supporting local
restaurants who have been hit hard economically. Feeding the Frontlines is made up of The Ridgewood
Chamber of Commerce, HealthBarn Foundation 501(c)(3), and many resident volunteers under the
leadership of Mayor Hache. It is a creative solution to help where help is needed.
To donate: http://www.healthbarnfoundation.org/donations/feed-the-frontlines/
To help deliver: feedthefrontlinesvolunteer@gmail.com

T-Shirts for Valley UNITED
•

A Ridgewood community member has created t-shirts that honor and memorializes this common
experience we are all going through together. 100% of the proceeds go to Valley. http://unitee.biz/

Toiletry Tuesday
•

Tuesday, May 5 will be Toiletry Tuesday to support Ridgecrest Senior Housing within the Village of
Ridgewood. They are asking that direct monetary donations are made so supplies can be ordered in bulk.

Toiletry Tuesday provides basic essentials for up to 3/4 of the year for this beloved
community. www.Ridgecrestseniorhousing.org/get-involved
Phone Chargers Needed
•

The Junior League of Bergen County is collecting used/extra phone chargers and baby monitors on behalf
of area hospitals, such as Holy Name Medical Center and Valley Hospital. Because most people who
wind up in the hospital with the coronavirus are brought under emergency circumstances, they come into
the ER with only what is on their person. For most people, their cell phone is their only way to
communicate with family, but people are not coming in with phone chargers. Due to overcrowding in area
hospitals, the reality is that patients are often parked in hallways for hours on end before a dedicated room
is able to be found for them. In many cases, their cell phone batteries are dying, and they have no way to
recharge them. In the case of baby monitors, nurses are in need of these as a way to keep a closer eye on
critical patients. If you have an extra phone charger or baby monitors that you no longer need, please
consider donating them. The JLBC will wipe these items down with disinfectant and individually bag
them to be donated. Items will be collected through May 31 and can be dropped off at 281 Spring Ave. in
Ridgewood. There will be a box put out daily on the front stoop where you can drop off items. We
appreciate your support!

Snacks for a Cause
•

Two Juniors at RHS have created a new project. They are putting together care packages for healthcare
workers at Valley Hospital to help them with their stressful days. They will be collecting donations
through May 8 through Venmo@Lia-horkenbach. They will purchase the snack, assemble the packages,
and deliver them to Valley.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM RHS COMMUNITY OUTREACH CLUB TO HEALTHCARE
WORKERS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eANfOxJO1w

MENTAL HEALTH ASSISTANCE
•
•

This is important information from Bergen County Mental Health Division:
o https://mhanational.org/covid19
Mental Health Provider List distributed from the Bergen County Mental Health Division
o Please see the attached document.

GET INFORMATION FROM THE VILLAGE OF RIDGEWOOD AND THE RIDGEWOOD PUBLIC
SCHOOLS
Use the links below for important information from the Village and the district.
•
•
•

Sign up for Village E-Notice System - http://www.ridgewoodnj.net/village-info/enotices-and-alertsregistration.
Twitter Accounts - @RwdPub Schools and @RWDSupt
District Facebook Page - @RidgewoodPublicSchools.

CENSUS 2020
The Census is important. Click here to read my April column, which appeared in The Ridgewood News.
Don’t forget to send your redacted “receipt” to your principal or just let your principal know it is
complete. Let’s see which school has the highest percentage of completed questionnaires. If you have multiple
children in a school, each one counts. If you have children in multiple schools, send the receipt to each principal.
Fill out the Census online at https://my2020census.gov/
Or you can respond by phone at 844-330-2020.
Contest results as of 5.4.2020 (The contest is open until the Census 2020 closes.) Ridge took the lead from the
middle of the pack.
1st - Ridge
2nd - Somerville
3rd - BF
4th - Willard
5th - Hawes
6th - RHS
7th - GW
8th - Orchard
9th - Travell

TODAY’S GAME SUGGESTIONS
Go for a walk: This weekend the RHS Alumni Association sponsored the installation of banners honoring the
Class of 2020. Each senior has a banner installed on the fences Graydon Park, RHS, BF, GW, and Citizen’s Park.
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Other things you can do:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Remember the Ridgewood Public Library has online resources. https://www.ridgewoodlibrary.org
The Ridgewood Public Library is conducting its 13th Annual Teen Photography Contest.
https://www.ridgewoodlibrary.org/teen-photo-contest
Please Join Mike Tozzoli, CEO of West Bergen Mental Health on May 5th for a presentation titled
Mental Health Strategies. To sign up, go to
http://engagedpatrons.org/EventsExtended.cfm?SiteID=5615&EventID=411664&PK=
Movie/TV Fix for the Week - Academy Award Winning: The Blind Side - Great family movie that
embodies the goals of resiliency and empathy that are cornerstones of our strategic plan.
Book Club Book 7 - Rita Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemption by Stephen King. Read in our
English 11 and 11 H. Here is a link to some discussion questions: https://www.shmoop.com/ritahayworth-and-the-shawshank-redemption/questions.html
Bake/Cook: MOTHERS TURN AWAY. Children should consider their mother’s three favorite
meals to cook and serve on Mother’s Day!
Home Project: MOTHERS TURN AWAY. This week Mom does nothing this week. When I was 12,
my Mom brought my younger brother and me into the basement to have a talk. She had the talk
with my older brother and sister without us. It was not that type of talk. She introduced us to the
washing machine and dryer. She told us not to worry about colors and pointed to one button on
each machine. She pointed to the soap powder we needed to use and explained how much clothing
we should put into the washing machine. She added to keep track of what we were doing because
clothing left in the machines for too long would be left “neatly” on the floor. Yup… that really
happened.
Call someone. I challenge you to call someone you have not spoken in years. College roommate, high
school friends, etc.
REMINDER: Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th. Enough said!

#07450together Campaign to inspire and uplift our community by Ridgewood Walks

•

•

•

•

Ridgewood Rocks Each week, starting Sunday, April 12, colorfully painted rocks with inspirational
messages will be hidden throughout the Village. Take time to walk through the central business district
and neighboring streets to find them. We ask that you do not touch the rocks, but instead take photos of
them and post on your favorite social media platforms with the hashtag #07540together.
Thankful Tuesday Every Tuesday at 7 pm, go outside and make some noise for our frontline warriors!
Bang, clap, and cheer for the doctors, nurses, healthcare workers, grocery store employees, postal
workers, educators, emergency service personnel, and all the other fearless helpers that are keeping us
safe, fed, and informed.
Feeding the Frontlines One way Ridgewood thanks our healthcare workers, first responders and those in
need, is by donating to our local restaurants who are preparing two meals a day for various organizations,
which are then delivered by local volunteers. Mayor Hache, the Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce,
Health Barn Foundation 501(c)(3), Ridgewood Walks, and many resident volunteers are working around
the clock to fulfill this mission. Please consider assisting our neighbors as they bear the weight of this
crisis. Donation information is listed above.
Where to Eat? Where to Shop? We love paying tribute to our local businesses!

The Red Cross is alerting everyone to blood and platelet shortage. Please donate if you can.
https://www.redcrossblood.org/. If you are having difficulty finding a Red Cross site to donate, look at
http://vitalant.org/. They have a local office for donations.
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Ridgewood Service Association: The Social Services Association of Ridgewood (SSA) continues to serve our
community amid the COVID-19 pandemic. While their physical pantry is closed due to the shelter-in-place, SSA
is still providing food security via grocery store vouchers and door-step deliveries. They serve over 400
individuals who are already financially devastated prior to COVID-19. See the link below for donations.
https://ssaridgewood.us3.listmanage.com/track/click?u=532accffb616cd716abce83de&id=4421d27480&e=fd87ce9123
Keep supporting our local businesses. Restaurants have the process down. It is very easy. Many restaurants
are offering curbside pickup and delivery. Here are some helpful tips (www.today.com) if you want something
besides a home-cooked meal:
Order from a restaurant you trust
Order directly from the restaurant when possible
Opt for contactless delivery or pick up
Discard all packaging
Don’t share, and wash your hands before and after
I wish you good health both physically and mentally!

Sincerely,

Daniel Fishbein, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

This May is Mental Health Month and a time dedicated to MENTAL HEALTH
AWARENESS. During the month of May we will be highlighting the work of groups
like Mental Health America and sharing materials from the 2020 #toolstothrive
outreach campaign, which can be accessed at www.mhanational.org/may. Also, we
would like to share insight and information from our own school-based mental
health team on what individuals and families can do to consider and prioritize their
mental health, build resilience in the face of trauma and adversity, and
support--with compassion, kindness, and inclusivity--those who are struggling. As
always, and most especially at this critical time, we would like to continue to
educate, advocate, and reinforce our pledge to partner in the fight against mental
health stigma, as a district and alliance member of the Bergen County Stigma-Free
Zone Initiative.
Now, more than ever, we have a collective responsibility to not only prioritize
mental health awareness and education but to acknowledge, care, and act on the
clear and present need to unconditionally support each other as we ALL continue
to cope, endure, and navigate through the shared changes and challenges caused
by the COVID-19 crisis.
As a mental health team and unified district, the well-being of our students,
families, and colleagues remains our greatest concern and primary focus of
prevention and intervention. We want to remind you that you are not alone and we
continue to be here for you. Please stay tuned for virtual mental health awareness
information, tips, and helpful tools that will be posted to our virtual learning sites
throughout the month of May.

